176.     TELEGRAM TO S. K. RUDRA

June 24, 1925

SUSHIL KUMAR RUDRA!
SOLAN

MY DEEPEST LOVE AND PRAYER WITH YOU FOR
PERFECT PEACE TO YOUR SOUL. SO GLAD CHAR-
LIE WITH YOU,

GANDHI

From the original: G,W. 6048.   Courtesy: Mrs. S, K. Rudra

177.   INTERVIEW TO "THE ENGLISHMAN"

CALCUTTA,
June 24, 1925

Mr. Gandhi in the course of an interview to The Englishman said:

There is no split in the Swaraj Party and there will be
none.

Much speculation, he added, was rife and rumours afloat as to the future
of the Swaraj Party, but these were mere conjectures and had no foundation
at all.

Asked whether he was prepared to accept the leadership of the Party, if
it was offered to him, Mr. Gandhi replied in the negative. It was absolutely
essential, said Mr. Gandhi, that the leader of the Swaraj Party in Bengal
must be a Bengali. As regards actual leadership, there was more than one
Bengali Swarajist who was qualified for that high honour but, in his opinion,
the best fitted, so* fa/ as combined ability, experience and knowledge of the
Swarajist working went, was Mr. J, M. Sen Gupta, the late Mr, C. R, Das's
lieutenant.

Regarding the suggested fusion of the Nationalists and the Swarajists,
Mr. Gandhi said that it would be in the best interests of the country if the
two parties could unite on honourable terms.

Mr Gandhi stated that he was in the best of health and would stay .in
Calcutta for a month more.

The Hindu, 26-6-1925

1jnnqpal, St, Stephen's College, Delhi. He was seriously ill and passed
away on June 30.